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WHO WAS QUEEN ESTHER? 

● Queen Esther wasn't born a queen, and she actually wasn't born with the name Esther. 
Esther 2 explains that she was born with the name "Hadassah". 

○ In Hebrew, Hadassah means "Myrtle", which Merriam Webster describes as "a common evergreen 
bushy shrub (Myrtus communis of the family Myrtaceae, the myrtle family) of southern Europe 
with oval to lance-shaped shiny leaves, fragrant white or rosy flowers, and black berries" 

● Esther lived in the citadel of Susa [Esther 2:8] the capital of the Persian Empire at the time, in 
Persia [modern day Iran]. 

● She was Jewish and came from a long line of Jews; her family descended from the tribe of 
Benjamin [Esther 2:5] 

● Her parents died, and she was raised by her cousin Mordecai. 
○ Mordecai's exact job title isn't spelled out, but later in Esther 2:19-23, Mordecai is at the entrance 

to the King's palace is able to freely roam about, which indicates he had more power.   
■  Ruth 4:-14 is an example showing the palace gate may have been a place where meetings 

were held and business was done. 
○ 2 Kings 24:12-14 describes that Nebuchadnezzar only removed the skilled workers, artisans, and 

men who could fight from Jerusalem. Daniel 1:3-5 discloses that the Babylonians had used the 
Jewish foreigners in the King's service, and many Biblical scholars believe that the Persians may 
have followed similar practices, explaining why Mordecai had such a high ranking, official 
position in King Xerxes' palace. 

○ In 596 BC, Mordecai had been exiled with thousands of other Jews from Jerusalem by the 
Babylonian emperor, Nebuchadnezzar. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER? 
CULTURALLY, POLITICALLY, HISTORICALLY: 

● The book of Esther takes place around 55-66 years after the Babylonian exile of the Jews 
ended.  

● The book of Esther takes place at the same time in Biblical history as the middle of the 
book of Ezra does. 
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○ In Ezra, the second temple in  Jerusalem had already been dedicated [in 516 BC], but Ezra had not 
yet led the group of exiles back to Jerusalem [in 458 BC]. 

○ Bible scholars can place the timeline of the book of Esther accurately with the help of the book of 
Ezra and descriptions of the different festivals mentioned in the prologue of Esther. 

● King Xerxes was ruling in Persia. 
○ Xerxes was the son of Darius I [Ezra 4:5; Nehemiah 12:22] 

○ At this time, he was a successful military leader who ended rebellions in Egypt and Babylon 
[https://www.britannica.com/biography/Xerxes-I] 

● Throughout the book of Esther, there's a lot of apparent cultural and social tension 
surrounding race and ethnicity. 

○ In Esther 2:10, Esther chooses not to disclose that she was Jewish 

○ Ezra 4:6-12 also gives some insight to the prejudices the Jewish people in Susa were facing 

○ Esther 3:1 reveals another point of contention as the text explains the racial history between 
Haman and Mordecai's ancestors 

○ In Esther 3:6, Haman refuses to even touch Mordecai because of his Jewish heritage 

● The religion practiced in Persia during Xerxes reign was Zoroastrianism, although 
religious freedom was allowed throughout the kingdom.  

● Ancient Zoroastrianism, under Xerxes reign, was a religion that worshipped a 
god, Ahura Mazda and other deities. Ahura Mazda had an evil counterpart, 
Ahriman. In this religion, people had the free will to choose between good and 
evil. It was believed that you if you gave into Ahriman and his evil ways, you 
would go to the Zoroastrianism version of hell. If you followed Ahura Mazda and 
chose to do good works, you could earn the reward of immortality in the next life.  

ESTHER IN THE BIBLE 
ESTHER 1 

● In Esther 1, the story opens when King Xerxes is having an elaborate, seven day banquet 
[possibly to celebrate a military victory], showing off his riches, wealth, and palace 
[Esther 1:1-9]. 

● On the seventh day, Xerxes is drunk and calls for his wife, Queen Vashti to come to his 
banquet [Vashti was having her own banquet for the women] to show off her beauty 
[Esther 1:10-11]. 

● Vashti refuses to come and the King is furious. He asks his royal officials, wise men, and 
eunuchs how he should proceed, and he is told in order to set a standard for his palace 
and the people of Persia, he needs to make a royal edict exposing Vashti and forbidding 
her from ever seeing the King again. [Esther 1:12-20] 

● The King makes the edict and Vashti is removed as queen. [Esther 1:21-22] 
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○ Some scholars over the years have thought Vashti could be the Persian Queen Amestris, but there's 
no conclusive connection. 

ESTHER 2 

● The King's servants suggest to Xerxes that he find an attractive, young new wife by 
gathering all the young, beautiful virgins, giving them beauty treatments, and then letting 
the one the King finds most attractive take Vashti's place [Esther 2:1-4]. Xerxes makes 
the edict official and young, attractive virgins are gathered, and Esther is one of them. 

○ In Hebrew, the word used for "beauty treatment" means "scrape or rub", which indicates some 
types of exfoliation treatments 

○ In Esther 2:16, it's gathered that about a year takes place between Vashti's removal as queen and 
Esther being gathered in the King's harem. 

● Esther makes friends with Hegai, who was in charge of the women, and he moves her to 
the best part of the harem, provides for her beauty treatment, food, and gives her seven 
maids [Esther 2:9]. 

● Because of Mordecai's position at the palace, he was able to walk with Esther and catch 
up with her daily [Esther 2:11] 

● The women in the harem are treated for a year with beauty treatments, perfumes, oils, and 
cosmetics [Esther 2:12] 

○ Esther still does not reveal her religion or background [Esther 10] 

● King Xerxes spends one night with each girl. If he liked the girl, he would send her to 
Shaasshgaz to live with his concubines. If Xerxes didn't like her, she wouldn't come back. 
Esther spends the night with Xerxes and he falls in love with her, more than any other 
woman. Xerxes makes Esther Queen in place of Vashti and throws her a banquet. [Esther 
2:12-18] 

○ It's obvious that the nights spent with the king are sexual encounters. The women arrive to see the 
king at night and leave the next morning. Also, if the King liked the women, they were moved 
from the group of virgins in the harem to the concubines.  

○ Esther 2:13 points out that if the King liked a women and made her a concubine, she received any 
clothing or jewelry she wanted so she could beautify herself for the King 

● While working outside the gate of the palace, Mordecai overhears two of the King's 
eunuchs plotting Xerxes' assassination. Mordecai tells Queen Esther who tells Xerxes. 
The conspirators are hanged [Esther 2:19-23] 

ESTHER 3  

● Xerxes appoints a new official, Haman, above all his other servants [Esther 3:1]. 

 



○ Haman is described in verse 1 as an Agagite. Agag was the king of the Amalekites who were 
enemies of Israel [Exodus 17:8-14; 1 Samuel 15:2-3] because they attacked the Israelites while 
they were on their way to the promise land.  

● All of the officials at the palace gate were bowing to Haman, as Xerxes had commanded 
them, but Mordecai refused to bow. Haman is angry at Mordecai for not bowing to him, 
and finds out Mordecai is a Jew. Haman decides to seek out destruction for all of the 
Jews in Xerxes' kingdom in retaliation [Esther 3:1-6]. 

○ It's unclear, but it seems like Mordecai used his faith as a reason not to bow to Haman, which is 
how Haman discovered his Judaism and heritage 

○ This is a huge demonstration of the racial tension in Susa at this time 

● Haman goes to Xerxes and tells him there is a people group [referring to the Jews without 
directly mentioning them] throughout his kingdom who don't follow the king's laws and 
have laws of their own. Haman advises the King not to tolerate these people and offers 
the idea up to issue a decree that they all be destroyed in Persia. [Esther 3: 7-9]. 

○ It seems clear that Haman is purposely exaggerating and twisting his encounter with Mordecai to 
serve up evidence to  Xerxes that the Jews should be destroyed.  

● Xerxes approves the decree to destroy the Jews [Esther 3:10-15].  
○ In verse 10, Xerxes gives Haman his signet ring to sign the decree. 

■ In the Persian empire, signet rings were dipped in wax or clay and stamped on documents 
to serve as an official signature.  

■ Xerxes giving Haman his signet ring shows how careless and impressionable Xerxes was 
when it came to ruling. 

○ In verse 11, the king gives Haman money and tells him "do with it as you see fit". This again 
demonstrates how often Xerxes gives someone else the ability to rule his empire and gives them 
total control without asking questions.  

■ This verse also shows that Esther was queen but wasn't given the full responsibility of a 
queen. Haman is given responsibility and control instead. 

○ These verses [Esther 3:10-15] show that Xerxes is very concerned with how people perceive him 
and shows that he makes extreme decisions, abusing his power. Xerxes is shown throughout 
Esther, like in Esther 1:12-22, as a King who has a lack of a backbone when it comes to making 
decisions. He constantly lets others decide things for him and his empire without thinking things 
through completely.  

■ Historically, outside of the book of Esther, Xerxes was known for incorrectly using his 
power as King. According to Encyclopedia Britannica, around 481 BC, Xerxes invaded 
Greece after his brother in law convinced him to in order to get revenge for his father 
Darius losing the Battle of  Marathon to Greece in 490 BC. Xerxes succumbed to his 
entourage's pressures and misused countless military resources, losing to Greece in the 
end.  

ESTHER 4 
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● At some point,  Mordecai learns about Haman's genocide plans. Mordecai mourns openly 
at the palace gates, along with many Jews across Persia. [Esther 4:1-3] 

○ Mordecai tore his clothes [Esther 4:1] which is very significant to show his mourning because 
most people in this time period owned very few items of clothing. This is a common form of 
mourning in the ancient middle east [Genesis 37:34; 2 Kings 19:1; Job 1:20; Job 16:15; Isaiah 
37:1] 

○ The Jewish people are noted to mourin by wearing sackcloth, wearing ashes, openly crying, and 
fasting. 

■ Sackcloth was made up of very coarse animal hair like camel or goat to symbolize grief 
or submission [1 Kings 20:31-32] 

● Esther's maids tell her about Mordecai. A eunuch, sent by Esther, asks Mordecai why he's 
mourning, and Mordecai explains Haman's plans. Mordecai asks the Eunuch to show 
Esther a copy of Haman's decree and to beg her to plead for the Jews to the King. The 
eunuch relays the message to Esther [Esther 4:4-9]. 

● Esther sends a message back to Mordecai reminding him of the Persian law: Anyone who 
comes to the King without being asked is put to death, unless the King extends his 
scepter to them, symbolizing he will spare their lives. Esther explains that Xerxes hasn't 
called her in thirty days [Esther 4:10-11] 

● Mordecai encourages Esther to go to the King anyway, explaining that she won't escape 
the genocide just because she's a part of the King's house. He tells her that maybe God 
chose her to be in the palace for this specific time, so she could speak up and save her 
people [Esther 4:12-14] 

○ Mordecai explains to Esther that if she keeps silent, God would find someone else to help the Jews 
survive as God promises throughout the Bible, but she and her family will die. [Esther 4:14] 

● Esther replies to Mordecai and tells him to gather the Jews in  Susa to fast for three days 
with her and her maids, and Mordecai agrees. Then she says she will go to the King and 
says, "If I perish, I perish" [Esther 4:15-17] 

ESTHER 5 

● Esther puts on her royal clothes and approaches Xerxes while he is sitting on his royal 
throne, risking her life because she is inviting herself to the throne room without his 
permission [Esther 5:1]. 

● The King extends his scepter, sparing Esther's life. Xerxes is happy to see Esther and tells 
her he'll grant whatever request she presents. The king is so taken with Esther that he 
goes so far to say he will give her up to half of his kingdom [Esther 5:2-3] 

○ Xerxes is probably not literally offering Esther half of his kingdom, it's assumed that this is more 
figurative language to show her how much he likes her. 

 



● Esther asks the king to come to a banquet she's prepared for him and Haman. Xerxes 
agrees and brings Haman to Esther's dinner [Esther 5:4-5] 

● At dinner, the King understands that Esther still hasn't asked what she wants to ask, and 
confronts her. Again, he offers half of his kingdom. Esther invites Xerxes and Mordecai 
to come back the next night for another banquet, which he agrees to.  

● On his way out of the palace, Haman sees Mordecai at the gate. Haman is filled with 
more hate and rage, and goes home to brag to his friends about how he was invited to 
dinner by the queen. He tells them how much he hates Mordecai, and his friends and wife 
encourage him to build gallows to hang Mordecai on, which he does. [Esther 5:9-14] 

○ The gallows Haman builds are 50 cubits high, which is 75-80 feet. This would 
have been completely impractical and exaggerated, and was probably much taller 
than any building in the city. 

ESTHER 6 

● The king goes to bed that night and can't sleep. He asks for someone to read the records 
and chronicles of the king which documented everything that happened to Xerxes. He 
came to the part of the records where Mordecai reported the eunuchs' conspiracy to kill 
Xerxes. The King asks his servants what was done to honor Mordecai, and they explain 
nothing [Esther 6:1-3].  

● Xerxes servants sees Haman in the courtyard and Xerxes calls him up to see him. Little 
did Xerxes know, Haman was on his way to tell him about the gallows he prepared for 
Mordecai [Esther 6:4-5] 

●  The king asks Haman what he should do for a man he wants to honor [talking about 
Mordecai]. Haman thinks the king is talking about him, so he tells Xerxes to honor the 
man with royal clothing, a crown, a horse, and a parade. The King agrees and sends 
Haman to find Mordecai to honor him. Haman gives Mordecai the gifts and is the one 
who leads Mordecai's horse through the city, for his parade [Esther 6:6-11]. 

● Haman is ashamed of his part in the celebration of Mordecai, due to his racism [Esther 
6:12-13] 

ESTHER 7 

● Haman and the King go to have a banquet with Queen Esther again. The king asks Esther 
again what her request is. Esther tells Xerxes her request is that she and her people be 
spared from annihilation [Esther 7:1-4]. 

● Xerxes asks Esther who was responsible for the decree to kill her people and she explains 
that Haman is [Esther 7:5-6]. 

 



● Xerxes is furious and walks to the palace garden. Haman begs Esther for his life, and the 
king walks in to see Haman laying with his face down on the couch that Esther was on. 
Xerxes becomes more angry, thinking Haman is assaulting his wife. [Esther 7]. 

● Haman's face is covered and Xerxes orders him to be impaled on the gallows Haman 
built for Mordecai [Esther 7:8-10]. 

○ Haman's face is covered [Esther 7:8] most likely because it was customary to do so to disorient a 
criminal before they were executed. 

○ In Esther 7:9, a eunuch of the King's, clearly knows Haman's plans involving Mordecai and points 
out the gallows to Xerxes. This emphasizes that Xerxes was very oblivious to the Haman's plot 
and what was happening in his palace.  

ESTHER 8 

● That same day, Xerxes gives Esther Haman's estates [Esther 8:1]. Mordecai and Esther's 
family relationship is revealed to Xerxes. 

○ The Greek historian Herodotus explains in Herodotus, Histories 3.128-129 that it was common for 
Persian kings to appropriate the land and estates of criminals who were convicted.  

● The King takes his signet ring back from Haman and gives it to Mordecai. Esther makes 
Mordecai the head over Haman's estates [Esther 8:2]. 

● Esther pleases before the King for her life and the life of the Jews, crying at his feet. 
Xerxes extends his scepter to Esther, saving her life again. Esther proposes an edict to be 
written to revoke Haman's edict to annihilate the Jews [Esther 8:3-6]. 

● Xerxes tells Esther to write whatever edict she sees fit and to seal it with his signet ring 
[Esther 8:7-8]. 

● Mordecai writes an edict that saved the lives of all of the Jews in Persia and gave them 
permission to defend themselves from anyone attacking them. Esther 8:9-14]. 

● Mordecai leaves the palace in royal clothing, wearing a crown, shouting and rejoicing. 
All the Jews in Susa were celebrating, and when the new edict spread, the whole country 
was celebrating and partying [Esther 9:15-17].  

○ Esther 8:17 mentions "some people were posing as Jews" because the Jews had become so 
respected in Persia after edict was issued. 

ESTHER 9 

● Around 8 months have passed, based on the dates given in Esther 8, from when Mordecai 
issues the edict to save the Jews and Esther 9:1.  

● When the day comes that Haman originally decreed to be the day when all the Jews 
would be killed, the Jews follow Mordecai's edict and defend themselves from everyone 

 



who attempt to attack them. All of the governors in Persia supported the Jews in this 
[Esther 9:2-3]. 

● Mordecai becomes well known with the King and the people in Persia and becomes more 
and more powerful [Esther 9:3-4.] 

● The king tells Esther that the Jewish people have killed five hundred men and Haman's 
ten sons in order to protect themselves and retaliate against their enemies. She asks the 
King if he would extend the one day the Jews had to destroy their enemies one more day 
and if he would allow Haman's sons to be hung on the gallows. Xerxes agrees and issues 
the decree [Esther 9:11-15]. 

○ Xerxes seems to have changed in this passage from Esther 3:11 when he hadn't spoken to Esther in 
a month. Here the King appears to genuinely want to please Esther and make her happy. 

● The Jews defend themselves for two days instead of one,  because of the King's decree. 
After the battles, they have a celebration. 

● Mordecai documents the events and establishes the Jewish holiday Purim to celebrate 
their victories. He sends letters to all the Jews in Persia explaining the holiday, and the 
Jews adopt it for themselves as an official Jewish holiday [Esther 9:20-28] 

○ In verse 20, the author details that Mordecai documented the events, which could possibly indicate 
Mordecai as the author of the book of Esther. 

● Esther and Mordecai send out another letter to the Jews of Persia, confirming that Purim 
would now be celebrated [Esther 9:29-32]. 

ESTHER 10 

Esther 10 is a short, three verse chapter, explaining that Mordecai made a lot more 
accomplishments for Xerxes, but they aren't mentioned in the King's official records.  

● In Esther 10:3, the author uses the Hebrew word gadol [גאדול], which is translated to 
"great" or "big" in English, to describe Mordecai.  

○ The word gadol is also used in Esther 2:18, 4:1, 4:3, 8:15, and 9:4. According to 
the Faith Life Study Bible, gadol is used throughout Esther to "emphasize 
significant moments and symbols; it provides drama and intrigue." 

 

 
 
 

 



LET'S TALK ESTHER: 

Part One: 
 

Esther is a WILD BOOK. It's a soap opera-esq story that has the drama level of an 

episode of Season 17 of the Kardashians. Reading Esther is like watching an episode of the 

Bachelor, except this time it actually is the most dramatic rose ceremony ever. It tells a story that 

is very unique to the Bible and is filled with crazy irony. Here's an interesting fact about Esther 

you might have noticed while reading: God is not directly named one time. I think it's obvious to 

see God's deliverance, presence, and redemption in this story, but many Bible scholars find that 

to be a very odd piece of information and another unique quality about the book. I also find that 

this scripture is packed with lessons about leadership, character, and trusting God. 

When you start the book of Esther, it feels like you're jumping into a book that's already a 

couple of chapters in. The successful King kills it in another battle and is having an elaborate, 

week long party in his beautiful, huge palace, which he appears to hold in his own honor. From 

the outside, Xerxes looks like his life is completely perfect. But, Xerxes' lack of impulse control 

and immaturity is shown when he calls for his wife Vashti, after partying and drinking for a 

week, and she refuses to come. Vashti doesn't want to show off her beauty and nice figure to her 

drunk husband and all of his, most likely also drunk, friends. Xerxes, impressionable, angry, and 

intoxicated, asks his servants what to do and immediately agrees to their plan to banish Vashti 

from the palace.  

Imagine being Vashti for two seconds: You're the queen of Persia, you live in a palace 

with all of your needs met, married to a king, and ten minutes after you tell your husband you 

don't want to come to his party, he agrees to grant a government document that dethrones you as 

queen, boots you out of the palace, and states that you'll never see your husband again. This is 

SERIOUSLY CRAZY.  

Then, Xerxes orders all of the young and beautiful virgins to move into his harem so they 

can get beautified for a year and then he can pick his favorite one [It seems like an episode of the 

 



Bachelor because it is] . If you watch the Bachelor you're familiar with the next part of the story: 

Xerxes takes alllll these young beautiful virgins to the "fantasy suite", aka he sleeps with all of 

them and then sends the girls home in the morning if he's not into them. The girls he likes move 

on to be one of his concubines, i.e. moving on to the final rose ceremony.  

Esther, a young, beautiful orphan is chosen [and literally could not turn down the 

opportunity] to undergo the crazy process to possibly become the queen. Esther finds favor with 

a lot of people: the eunuch, Hegai, who was in charge of the young virgins prepping for Xerxes, 

literally everyone who saw her in the palace, and with the bachelor himself, King Xerxes. 

Back up and think about how wild her journey has been: She's a Jewish virgin, hiding her 

identity, doing spa treatments for a year to possibly become the queen of Persia, which is 

incredibly ironic because of the racial tension  and discrimination between the Persians and the 

Jews at this time. Esther is well liked, is given special privileges, and gets to see her 

cousin/guardian every day since he works at the palace. Then, the crazy part happens: Esther 

spends the night with the king. Let's not dilly dally: they have sex, which according to the Old 

Testament, would technically make her married to Xerxes. Esther technically marries this man, 

sans the ceremony, and extra wild points because she didn't even know if he would choose her to 

be his wife in the end! [I'm feeling extra vibes from Peter's season of the bachelor]  

Xerxes falls head over heels for Esther and, in what seems to be a few moments after 

their late night date, decides to make Esther his new wife and queen. She gets a crown, a party, 

and the King makes the day a holiday. 

Esther becoming queen of Persia  is only the first five minutes of the dramatic soap 

opera, Mordecai overhears two of the King's officials detailing Xerxes' assassination plot. 

Mordecai tells his cousin the queen who saves Xerxes life by sharing the conspiracy with her 

husband. Read that all again because this. is. wi. ild. 

 

 



Let’s talk about Xerxes:  

 Xerxes banishes his wife from their home because she rejected him. He feared disappointing his 

servants and officials, so he did exactly what they said without a raise of an eyebrow. This 

happens throughout Esther a lot: Xerxes doesn't take the reigns or responsibilities to lead well. 

He doesn't ask questions and think of his people, he seems to be afraid to disappoint so he agrees 

to everything. Historically, we know from other historical documents that he was pretty foolish, 

impulsive, and often succumbed to the pressure of those around him. 

Xerxes agrees to his servants’ idea to hold a beauty pageant to find his wife. He doesn’t 

want to be alone. Xerxes sleeps with who knows how many women vying to be his queen. If 

they’re not wife material, they’re just added to his group of concubines. It seems like all these 

things are telling us something:  Xerxes wants love. He wants security, validation, and friends. 

Throughout Esther, it looks like Xerxes is doing what a lot of us do: he’s trying to fill the need 

for God in his heart with things that aren’t God. Xerxes tries to use wealth, acceptance from 

people, love, sex, and beautiful women to be his security and satisfy the desire only God can. 

I think if we judge Xerxes without realizing a lot of the same traits we share or have 

shared with him, we are being majorly hypocritical. We all want to tell ourselves we are always 

the heroine of the story, Queen Esther, but sometimes we really are Xerxes; we want acceptance 

or love or friends so we do anything to get them. We aren’t seeking God to satisfy our desires, so 

we try the counterfeit, human versions. 

Reflection Questions:  
What are the counterfeits in your life? What do you try to use to satisfy your need for God? How 
can you seek God to satisfy your heart, desires, and needs? 
 
Part Two: 
 

If there’s anything we can learn from Haman, it’s that racism is destructive and 
inherently evil. Haman is driven by hate; hate for another race and religion. The author of Esther 
mentions that Haman is a descendant of a people group that had a long running contention with 
the Jews, and it seems like that could be at the root of his hate. Haman was blinded by the lie that 

 



a person can be of less worth or value than another because they have a certain skin color, have a 
certain heritage, or follow a certain religion. He believed that lie to the core of his being. This 
racism and prejudice is what derails Haman’s life, career, and ultimately kills him.  
 

The lie you believe may not be racist, but we as people tend to believe lies, even if we 
know God’s truth. Sometimes we listen to the lies and just want to hear what they have to say. 
It’s incredibly easy to go from listening to a lie to believing it, and it happens in the blink of an 
eye. 
 

The lies I often listen to are lies like “you’re not smart, you’re not pretty, you’re not 
talented and therefore you have no value”. Let me tell you something, the devil trying to 
convince us that we are dumb is literally the oldest lie in the book: In Genesis 3:1-5, Satan lies 
and convinces Adam and Eve that they aren’t smart, they didn’t understand God correctly, and 
that they won’t really have value or be with it unless they eat the forbidden fruit. I know the truth 
of God deeply in my heart, I read the words, I have them memorized, but I still listen to Satan’s 
lies sometimes. Sometimes I let myself believe them.Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all 
things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” Sometimes those lies cause me to have fear or act in 
certain ways I shouldn’t. Those lies leave me fearful, lonely, and lead me to sin. The only way to 
combat a lie is with truth, and God is the ultimate source of truth. I have to actively combat those 
lies, sometimes minute by minute, by speaking the truth of God to myself. 
 

Back to Esther: a few years go by, and Esther has probably acclimated more and more to 
royal Persian culture and life being a queen. It seems like Esther and Xerxes are on the struggle 
bus, or maybe the king was just spending his time with his concubines more, but the Queen and 
King haven't seen each other in a month. Mordecai learns about Haman's plot to annihilate all 
Jews in Persia, tells his queen cousin, and Esther is terrified, rightfully so. 
 

Imagine Esther's life: She has to be called by her husband to see him, and if she shows up 
to his office uninvited, she could be killed just for being there. Mordecai gives Esther some real 
talk. Mordecai, Esther's mentor, spiritual leader, and guardian for what was probably the 
majority of her life, explains to her that if she doesn't risk her life and beg for Haman's decree to 
be reversed, she and all of her people will die. The fate of her family, her adopted father, and all 
Jewish people is in her hands.  
 

Mordecai speaks some very wise words to Esther. He believes in his heart that God keeps 
his promises. He knows that God promised not to let the Jews be destroyed, and he knows that 
God will be faithful to that. He also recognizes that it may look like him and his Jewish 
neighbors in Persia dying, but believes God will deliver the Jews somehow, someway, sometime. 
Mordecai relays this to Esther, telling her she could be the one to save the Jewish people of 

 



Persia, but if not, God can find someone else. He lays down more wisdom telling Esther that this 
could be her calling: he thinks out loud and says maybe this was the reason God let all of these 
crazy things happen to you. Maybe God let you get taken away from your home, forced to enter 
a contest to be the King's new wife, and chosen to be the queen because of this reason: so you 
could save the lives of your entire people group, God's chosen people.  
 

How often do we talk ourselves out of God’s direction and leading on our lives? I think it 
happens a lot more than  we think; we talk ourselves out of giving more because we need more 
money, we talk ourselves out of a dream to do something for Jesus because it’s unrealistic, we 
talk ourselves out of sharing an idea God placed in our minds because people won’t like it. 
We’re scared so we don’t share the gospel. Our fear keeps us from starting our ministry. We 
worry that people won’t like us so we water down our message or sermon to keep it less 
controversial. Those fears are understandable from one human perspective to another. But, we 
serve a God who constantly reminds us not to worry or fear: 
 

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

 
Romans 8:14-17 “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.  The Spirit you received does 
not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” 
 

1 Peter 3:6 “like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is 
right and do not give way to fear.” 

 
Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your 
Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 

many sparrows.” 
 

1 Peter 3:14 “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.” 

 
2 Timothy 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 

 
Matthew 6:25-30 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the 
birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 

not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? So why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today 
is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” 

 

 



Philippians 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God;” 
 

It’s not hard in our humanness to be anxious, to worry, to say “no it’s not possible God”. 
It’s easy to look at Esther in that moment with Mordecai, sharing her fears, and say “obviously 
she was put in the palace for that exact moment. Obviously God was going to use her and had 
put her there to save the Jews”, but we say that on the other side having seen the whole story. 
When it’s us, when we are afraid with everything in our souls, we think that we are the exception 
and God won’t take care of us. Or, we believe our hardships were all in vain and think “there is 
no possible way on this planet that God can use and redeem this horrible, awful thing that’s 
happened for his glory”. But, God’s ways and thoughts are so far beyond our tiny human heads. 
Isaiah 55:8-9 ““For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.”” We don’t see the whole picture, but God does. God wrote the whole picture before 
time began, and if He is calling you to something, He has a reason. Even if your way or ideal 
isn’t the end result, God will not waste a drop of it. 
 
Here is a distinct difference between King Xerxes and Esther: they both are afraid, but they 
handle it in completely different ways: 
 
Xerxes is afraid that people won’t like him. He’s afraid of rejection. He’s afraid to be alone. He 
constantly is asking those around him what they want and does it without asking a single 
question, even if it’s obviously not a good choice to make as a leader of a nation. Xerxes wants 
love. He wants security, validation, and friends. Xerxes is trying to fill the need for God in his 
heart with things that aren’t God.  
 
Esther was also clearly initially afraid in her conversation with Mordecai. Esther was probably 
afraid a lot throughout this season of her life. If you were taken from your home and forced to 
compete to marry a man [a man who banished his last wife] who doesn’t share your faith or 
beliefs, and then were chosen by him to be queen, forced to marry him, had to hide your identity 
from him, and couldn’t even visit him without risking death, you would probably be afraid too. 
Even if you ended up falling in love with this guy, there is a lot of uncertain death and many 
unknowns to face. If you were in Esther’s shoes, you might even ask God “What are you doing? 
Why are you putting me through this? Why did you pick me for this?” And when we look back, 
we can see why: God used a Jewish woman, who cared about her people, to save their lives 
because her cousin who works for her new husband found out about an order for their people’s 
genocide. 
 

 This is a situation that was perfectly worked out by God. God used the scary, unideal, 
not-in-the-plan circumstances to ensure that his people would be saved. It wasn’t random or by 

 



chance that Esther was in the situation she was in. Mordecai was right. God chose her to be the 
queen for that exact time and situation. God was calling Esther to save His chosen people 
because it was His will for her life and His will for the Jews that they be saved. If Esther said no 
because she was paralyzed by fear, God could use someone or something else. But Esther says 
yes, facing death, because she trusts God and is willing to risk her life for others.  

 
Reflection Questions: 
What are the lies you believe? What sins do you commit or come back to because of the lies you believe? 
What does God say about those lies? What are God’s truths? 
_ 
What is God calling you to? What are you afraid to say yes to? What worries are holding you back from 
doing what God is calling you to do? 
 
 
Part Three: 

 
Esther approaches her husband, the king, knowing fully that he could end her life and 

decide her fate in one second. Xerxes likes his wife and not only spares her, but offers to grant 
her request and give her anything she wants. Esther doesn’t straight up ask Xerxes to save the 
Jews at this moment. It’s unclear and hard to tell what Esther was doing. Maybe she clammed up 
and was stalling for time. Maybe it was her plan all along to invite Xerxes to dinner two nights in 
a row. Either way, she takes the plunge and risks it all. He comes to dinner with Haman, 
knowing she hasn’t asked the real question she came to ask yet, and she invites Xerxes and 
Haman to dinner one more time. 
 

Here’s where the irony and drama get wild again: this is an incredibly juicy story! Xerxes 
can’t sleep that night, and based on the text he’s probably not snuggled up to his bae Esther. 
Xerxes asks someone to read the records to him to help him sleep. Get on the crazy train, 
because they read the part where Mordecai tells Esther of the assassination plot and saves 
Xerxes’ life. What’s even crazier is that Haman shows up right then to talk to the King about an 
early execution for Mordecai on the gallows he just had built! 
 

Xerxes asks Haman how he could honor someone. Haman thinks he is the it-boy and 
gives Xerxes all of his requests to honor himself. The King agrees to Haman’s ideas and, 
surprise! Xerxes tells Haman to go give Mordecai all the riches, gifts, and the horse Haman 
suggested! Not only that, Haman is the one who has to lead Mordecai through town for a parade 
honoring him, and all the while the king is totally clueless that Haman was on his way to talk to 
Xerxes about executing Mordecai!!! This is WILD. When I was writing this and reading through 

 



the story again,  I could not close my mouth, my jaw was on thee floor. Can you imagine 
Haman’s absolute shock?! You can’t make this stuff up!  
 

Here’s another lesson we can learn from Haman: sometimes when we are so prideful, 
selfish, and wrapped up in ourselves and what we want, we miss what’s right in front of our 
faces. Haman believes the lies of racism with all of his heart and his life has become consumed 
with it. He is obsessed with defeating Mordecai and everyone that shares his heritage and 
religion. He is so consumed with himself and has convinced himself to his core that the lies he 
was told are true.  
 

His life is fueled by hate, destruction, and a desire to hurt others. The version of this in 
our lives is hopefully not this extreme, but the lesson still rings true: pride, selfishness, and lies 
can derail a person and ultimately destroy them. Haman desperately needs God and his love, but 
he is too preoccupied with destroying God’s people to look for Him.  

 
Reflection Questions:  
What are you prideful about? Where do you struggle with selfishness? God is the only true 
solution to heal our problems and deepest wounds. In what ways do you need God to work on 
you and your heart?  
 
Part Four: 
 

Xerxes and Haman go to dinner with Esther the next night and Esther finally tells the 
king what’s actually up. She explains that someone is trying to kill her and her entire family. 
Xerxes is furious that someone would target his wife, and he asks the obvious: who? Esther 
musters up her courage and tells Xerxes it’s Haman. 
 

I imagine that Xerxes and Haman were both completely shocked by Esther's name drop. 
Xerxes is beyond mad and takes a walk to the garden. Haman realizes what’s going on and 
pleads on his face to Esther that she would talk to the king and spare his life. Xerxes comes back 
to find Haman all over the couch his wife is reclining on, and is completely enraged now, 
thinking Haman is trying to take advantage of Esther. Haman is taken away and impaled on the 
ridiculously oversized gallows he built to execute Mordecai on. [Alexa, play the song Isn’t it 
Ironic by Alanis Morissette] It’s hard to know for sure from such little detail, but at the end of 
the book, it seems like Xerxes and Esther are becoming closer. Xerxes seems to really want to 
make Esther happy, and show her his love. He shares news with her, grants her requests, and 
gives her what she desires. 
 

 



Mordecai didn't have it easy either in the book of Esther. Mordecai was a hard-working 
single guardian. He raised his cousin and she gets whisked away in a flash to potentially become 
the queen, in a country, time, and place where there was a huge amount of social and racial 
tension directed at their group of people, as we can see from Haman. He saves the king's life, 
without a thanks, and then gets a new, very racist boss who actually does have it out for him. 
Then he gets news that his boss is trying to kill him and all of the Jews, and he is beside himself, 
as one would be. He is grieving, hurting, and broken. But we can see in Esther chapter 4 that 
Mordecai trusts God. He believes God's promises. He knows he may die, but still God would be 
faithful to the Jews and still good.  

 
God gives Mordecai a wild redemption story. Mordecai gets a parade, the King's clothes, 

and a horse, led by the man trying to kill him [talk about symbolism]. Mordecai shares his faith 
in God with his cousin and she saves him and all the Jews in Persia. He gets all of Haman's 
estates and properties. Mordecai gets a promotion, he gains the King's respect and trust, his 
people have victory over their enemies, and Mordecai is filled with joy. He celebrates with his 
people, and he creates a new holiday to commemorate what God has done. 
 
God didn't abandon His people. God kept His promises. God was faithful. God was kind. 
 

God was faithful and kept his promises by saving the Jews from extinction [Genesis 12, 
Genesis 17, Leviticus 26]. God never promises that we won't have trials or pain or face fear. He 
never promises our hearts won't get broken. He never promises we will live happy, hurtless lives. 
It wasn't a display of God's faithfulness that He gave Mordecai honor and a promotion and 
victory; that was a display of God's kindness. God, in his lovingkindness provided those things 
for Mordecai. This is important because when we forget that God does things out of kindness, we 
forget that God is a kind, loving, caring God.  
 

God used the most painful things that happened to Mordecai and He redeemed them.  
Although God isn't mentioned by name, it's so abundantly clear that He is present and working 
through the whole story of Esther. God used people to do His work. God redeemed people 
because of His love. God blessed people out of his kindness. God was never gone for a second. 
 
Reflection Questions: 
What can you learn from Queen Esther? What stands out to you the most about Esther’s story? 
What does the book of Esther teach you about God? In what ways do you relate to the story of 
Esther? 
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